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PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY.
{Extracts from the last Annual Repoit.]
Doces the Auburn System of Prison Discipline De-
. pead on Steives?

Preliminary Remarks, ‘Lire discusssion of this
question demands candor, patience and frankness,
without fear o fuvor.

The officers and prisoners have both sacred
and inviolable rights, .

Tie officers have the right to govern with hu.
manity, firmness, and avthority. —

The prisoners have a right to live, (if they do
not atrempt to kill,) to breathe, to eat, to be cloth- |
¢d, to be taken care of when they are sick,

The govermment of a Prisor, however, is del-
egated and committed, by higher powers, to elect-
cd officers, who have no right to transcend the
poners committed to them ; und the prisoners have
no tight to resist the anthority of the officers,
when excreised according to law, o

Absolute power,unlinuted power, despotic pow-
er, are entirely inadissible inthe American Pen-
itentiary system.

All the Prisons are, or should be, regulated
by law, and nothing is wmore important, than
that it =hould be seen and known by competent,
unprejudiced, and disinterested inspectors, that
the kaws are taithfully exccuted, und no more.

The very beginting of assuwmption in regard
1o powers not delegated, should be crushed on the
threshold.  \Whenun elected ofticer of a Prison
begins to say, = I shall do us [ pleuse; I care not
for the lw, or the inspectors: it they know it
and like it, well: i not, well 5 my will shall govern,
und ne question shall be usked or unswered 2 you
have despotism and tyraney, which the legislative
and appainting powers should crush at once. It
i3 the government of & tyrnt over men, which
the prisuners hate, which the lagvs do not sanc-
tion, which the iznoranee of'the inspectors cannot
excuse, and which sets the hearts of the prisoners

at ennnty against socicty, because they are not
treated accordizng to law,

So important was this matter, in the view of the
mortal Howard, that he always contended, that
there should not enty be Iaws for the governmernt
of'a Prison, but they should be printed and pub-
lished, and suspended upon the interior walls of
the Prison, that every inmate might understand
the laws by which he was to be woverned, and
that every officer and inspector nizht frequently
be rewminded of the laws by which alone the Pris-
oncontd be woverned, without trampling upon the
vights of the prisonerss or neglecting his own du-
ties,

The fundamental prineiples laid down in these
preliminary reneuks, 1t is believed, are so obvicus
and selt-evident, ©s to require neither proof nor
illustration.

We proceed, therefure, to discuss a question
of fundamental importance, which may nced dis-
cussion and :lustration.

It hzs been said that terror, and not moral im-
provement, is the great end of the Auburn 8ys-
tews s that the fash, and net inoral means, will
Leep men out of Prison. It has been said, and
a pamphlet has been written o prove ity that the
Auburn em depends for its existence on the
lash, and cannot be carried on without it.

I this were true, it would be a deadly blow
aguinst the system.

But itis not true, in the sense liere intended.
That the lash has genemlly been used at Au-
burn and Sing Siny is true.  But 1o what ex-
tent the system depends for its existence and
success upon the lash, is a question of vast im-
portanee, and deserving most grave wnd impar-
tial consideration.  We think it can be proved
that it does not depend for its success upon the losh,

What, then, is the Auburn system of Prison
discipline ? It is not one thing: it is many
things, It is a great buprovement of the nine-
teenth century in a very important science.

In the first place, it is solitury confinement at
night.

*Fhe importance and effect of this one feature of
the system cannot readily be conceived by those
who have not been faniitar with the dreadiul
evils of the crowded night-rooms of the old Pris-
ons.

Where old thieves taught young thieves, in
companies of filteen or twenty, how to pick pock-
cts and pick locks; how to burn houses nnd
break stores ; how to muke and set the matches ;
low to wake the false keys; where were the
tost exposed places, and the richest plunder;
who kept money in their houses; in what past of
the house it wus kept 3 whenthe men of the house
were away from home; whetler the houses were
guarded by dogs, and in what manner the doors
were fastened 5 and, wmoreover, how the old cor-
rupted the young, by practising the sin of Sodom;
it was weil'said, % Befler that the laws were wrilten
in blood, than thus executed in sin.”

Pickpockets hud a language of their own,
which was taught in these rooms. Picklocks
had moulds and wedels of false keys, which
would o through all the locks of the city, and
would furnizh a key to unlock the door, by having
the impression of @ key-liole on a picce of wax,
A key, furnished many vears ago, by one of the
old teachers, inan old Prison, hus béen preserved
which would probubly unlock 5000 locks in the
city of Bostor:; and another false key, with six
or eight variations, which would probubly unlock
half the ‘stocklocks in the commonwealth. In-
structivn in these arts was the business of the old
night-rooms, “They tcere commitlec-rooms of'mis-
chief” “ Niture and humnnily cried aloud for re-
demption from this dreadtul degradation??

It was done, and done effectually, by the first
great feature of the Auburn systemn of Prison
discipline, viz,, solitary confinement at night,

‘T'he second great feature of the systcu is si-
lence by day and by night.

"Phis is scarcely Tess important than the other;
for, although men might be removed from person-
al contact with each other, and from the dreadfil
degradation of the old night rooms, still if they
were permitted, by worl of mouth, to teach the
erts of mischief, but haif” the evil was prevented,
Hence the importance of the sccond great law
of the system—silence by day and by night.
Persons who did not know why the law was
made, might think it severe; but thuse who
have stood, night after might, unperceived by the
Fnsoncrs, along side of the old night-rooms, and
icard thie conversation of the old and experienced
convict with the novice in crime, would nlmost
choose that the tongue should clease 1o the
roof of the mouth, rather than it should not
cease to make such conununications.  Silence by
day and by nigh, the.efore, became the second
.great feature of the Auburn systein.

How completely this object has been effected,
is illustrated by the ancedote of a prisoner who
requested a sheriff, when conducting him from
Wethersfield to New Iaven, to put him a night in
the County Jail with amolher man'; because, he
eaid, it made his tongue feel so good to talk, and
added {:xnher, “One man is as good as five news-

pers.” - : S 2 ey
. The third great feature of the Auburn system
isw.om! and religious instruction. The evif com-
munication being eut off; the good instruction is
commusicated. The morning and evening pray-
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ers; tho private visits, conversation, advice, snd
sywpathy of the claplain; the kind and fnu!:ful
adwonitions, instructions, and prayers of the Sab-
bath echool teachers; the appropriate and pun-
gent preaching ; and, not untrequently, the pater-
nal edvice end counsel of the warden, in the
chapel, on the Sabbatb, in the presence of all the
otficers and visitors ;—this is the third great fea-
ture of the Auburp systen: .

In the chapel of the Auburn Prison, the late
Judgze Powers addressed a few words of kind-
ness and affectionate regard to the prisoners, and!
about onie half' the whole number were in tears.i
How i this bination of the great’
features of the system is czlculated to bring
men to retlection!” A prisoner was asked in, the
eew Prison at Wetherstield, Conn., which is built
and conducied, substantially, on the Auburn plan,
“How do yon like the new prison, compared
with the old Prison, where ticy were lodgqu'l'
seventy fuet under ground, in large night rooms?
e sad, % There, at is, Hail, fellows, well met;
but here, it i3 prayers the fisst thing in the morn-
ing, and the last thing at night; end silence
by day and by night; we sce our comrades and
suy nothing ; “but think, think, think. I do net
like this so well as the other.”

Several other important features of the system,
although not, perhape, as important as those
which have been mentioned, ate essential toits
completion, and distinguish it from any system
ever introduced previous to the present century.

‘I'he building is o Prison withina Prison, great-
Iy diminishing the chances of escape, and pre-
venting the ceescless anxiety, calculation, craft,
and cunning, of the old Prisons, in regard to
€sCapes. 3

Moreover, the construction gives a pace, in the
ares, around the block of cells, for n senti-
nel to be always on duty, dwring the night. 0
the prisuner gets out of his cell into the urea,
he is exposed to the fire of the sentinel on duty.
‘This is @ very distinet and important feature of
the  Auburn “system, greatly distinguishing it
from the old system of Prizon discipline, where
plots to escape, combinations for the purpose,
wsurrections, and rebellion, were the order of the
day. We have scarcely beard of such a thing
since the Auburn s 1 was introduced.

There ure still other features of the systew, too
important not to be wentioned, going 10 show that
it ts no one thing, but many things, that meke the
Auburn systen.

The sae reiztive position, to a vast extent, i
preserved among the men. My neighbor to-day

izhbor to-morrow and the whole year
taces, erimes, semoences, of prisoners,
in diffiren? shaps, and, to some extent, in the
shops, zre not hnown to fellow-prisoners,
extent to which this reaark is true, owing to pre-
serving the same gelative position, would sur-
prise any eritical exuminer,

And then the sawe relative position is prezerved, ;
by the Jockestep, from the shops to the 1 "11’.-}
rooms, from the night-rooms to the chapel, und
froma thie chapel again to the shops ; and thus the
Justling, bustle, und confusion of the old system,
15 done away. :

Again to prevent evil commurication by sigms,
the men are extensively arranged, on tl u-
burn systen, improved to the highest degren,
Yick o fuce, and not face to faces sothat the
thiny signitied by signs what Joes it sigmify it it
is not 'k

This is an nperfect outline of the Auburn
ystean There is evidently much in it to subdue,
te enze, to instruct, 10 restrain, to render sub-
missive and pliable, to keep in satety, before a
word is said about stripes. The stripes are as
the drop to the ocean, compared with the whole
It is not true, that it depends on stripes, My ¢
ciency does not depend upon them; its success
docs not depend upen thew s the preventing evil
conuntnication does not depend upon thems the
wood instruction does not depend upon them:
the construction of the Prison does not de-
pend wpon them; its  reformatory chauracter

s dues not depend upon thewns the keeping down

tusurrections, and the preveuting escapefdo not
depend vpon them s keeping the convicts ieno-
rant of each other does not depend npon them.
In short, stripes ought to be, itthey are not, cither
a very small part, or no part of the system.

What becomes, now, of the principle, which we
sct ont to discuss, hat terror, and not moral im-
provement, is the great end of the Auburn system
of Prison discipline,  \We have scen that all the
great features of the systemn aim at moral ime
provement, by preventing evil and communicat-
my good,

“The solitary confinement at night ; the silence
by day and by night; the moral aund religious in-
struction 3 the very construction of the Prison s

the chupel, the solemn assemblv. the wornine
and evening devotions ; the Sabbath schools the
paternal advice of the warden: the sympathetic
and atfectionate visits of the chaplain; the night
wateh; the preserving the same relative position:
the cutting off the knguige of signs;—all, all is
designed to prevent evil communication, and, in
the place of it, to pour upon the mind good in-
struction.  The man who says it depends alto-
gether upon the lush, does mot understand the
systemn. Itis a powerful systein without stripes.

We are now prepared 1o show that it can be
conducted, and has been conducted, as well, if
not better, without stripes. In the House of Cor-
rection, at South Bosten, with 3C0 inmates, it has
been in successtul operation six years without
stripes.  ‘The Auburn system, in” all itz great
features, can nowhere be seen in more successful
operation.
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